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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" , "comprised" and "said," should be 
avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 .lines 8 and 9, a vacuum-sealed 
compression storage bag is vague and indefinite, it is not clear if this is the same bag as 
line 2 or is a different bag. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Graham (6,202,849) in view of Hollander et al. (5,014,907) and Weinreich et al. 

(3,112,047). Graham '849 discloses a combined storage apparatus comprising a 

vacuum-sealed compression storage bag (liner 12) and a case (container 10); wherein 

the bag being provided with an open end, a sealing line comprises of two strips being 

provided to the open end (a male fastener member 28 and a female fastener 

member36), an air suction outlet (port 14 with one-way check valve 90) being provided 

on the inner side of the bag, and the case being integrated with a lid; bedding or clothes 

being first placed into the bag, the bag then placed into the case, and multiple cases 

thus being able to be stacked up in order. See Figure 9B embodiment and column 5, 

lines 21-31 . Graham '849 does not disclose the case being foldable and for the bottom 

of the case to be made of soft material and for the bag to have a board attached to the 

outer peripheral of its base. Hollander '907 discloses a collapsible and conformable 

case, which allows the effective width of the flattened container to be reduced for 

shipment by folding. Weinreich '047 discloses that it is desirable to provide a board to 

the outer peripheral of the base of the bag to simplify the insertion of the bag in the 

case, which can at times be somewhat awkward to handle due to its flexibility. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to make the case of Graham '849 foldable and soft as taught by 

Hollander '907 to reduce the width of the container for easier storing and shipment. 

Also, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to provide a board to the outer peripheral base of the bag of 
Graham '849 as taught by Weinreich '047 to simplify the insertion of the bag in the 
case, which can at times be somewhat awkward to handle due to its flexibility. 

Graham '849 discloses alternate ways of sealing the open end of the bag, see 
column 5, lines 1-12. 

With respect to claim 5, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the lid integral with the case body, since 
it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known 
material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design 
choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Official notice is taken that it is old and conventional to provide handles on cases 
for easier carrying and handling of the case. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are combined storage apparatuses analogous to 
applicant's instant invention. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. Mohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/758,259 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3728 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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